CONCERNING PUBLIC RECORDS

zation. The first course, which is the one recommended by
the faqlhs, is that if the person in whose favor the authori-
zation of payment has been issued (muwaqqaf lah) admits
having received payment of the amount contained in the
authorization, the official who made the payment is given
credit for the amount; otherwise he is not given credit for
it, because the authorization, although it entitles the official
to pay the money, is by no means evidence that he actually
did pay it. The other course, which is the one followed in
the practice of the dnuan, is to give the official credit for the
amount in question so far as the public treasury is con-
cerned, and if the person in whose favor the authorization
was issued (sahib cd-tawqf) denies having received the
amount, he institutes a suit against the official. The offi-
cial in such case has to support his contention by presenting
legal evidence, or, if he has no evidence, by demanding the
oath, failing in which he has to repeat the payment.

If the public registrar (sahib al-dlzuan') has reasons to
doubt the fact of authorization, whether or not the persons
in whose favor it was issued admits receipt of the amount
involved, he does not give the official credit for it until he
has inquired about the matter from the person who issued the
authorization (muwaqqi'). If the latter admits having is-
sued it, then the procedure is as above noted. If, how-
ever, he denies it, the official is not given credit for the
amount involved. In this last case, the official recovers his
loss by recourse to the persons to whom he made the pay-
ment, if such a recourse is still possible; otherwise the only
remedy left to him is to demand the oath from the person
alleged to have issued the authorization (muwaqqie).

The Record of Reports in the Diwan. There are three
kinds of reports (rufuc) : (i) reports of areas and accounts
(afmal)\ (2) reports of receipts (qabd) and settlements
; (3) reports of expenditure (nafaqah). As re-